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A millennium into the future, two advancements have altered the course of human history: the

colonization of the galaxy and the creation of the positronic brain. Isaac Asimov's Robot novels

chronicle the unlikely partnership between a New York City detective and a humanoid robot who

must learn to work together. Like most people left behind on an over-populated Earth, New York

City police detective Elijah Baley had little love for either the arrogant Spacers or their robotic

companions. But when a prominent Spacer is murdered under mysterious circumstances, Baley is

ordered to the Outer Worlds to help track down the killer. The relationship between Baley and his

Spacer superiors, who mistrusted all Earthmen, was strained from the start. Then he learned that

they had assigned him a partner: R. Daneel Olivaw. Worst of all was that the "R" stood for robot-and

his positronic partner was made in the image and likeness of the murder victim!
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A thousand years ago, mankind began the process of leaving mother Earth and colonizing the

galaxy. Fifty planets have been now been colonized by thinly spread populations of hardy

pioneering spirits - rough and ready types willing to work in hostile environments with robots as

help-mates and partners - and it is obvious that mankind has evolved down two diverging

sociological paths. The Earthmen - those who chose to stay at home in tightly cramped almost

global city hives under the pressure of explosive population growth, an incredibly strict socialist



regime and diminishing available resources - have grown timid of the slightest exposure to outside

light, weather and even "un-conditioned" air. Robots, seen as competing with humans for jobs, the

only meager source of status in this highly regulated environment, are despised and feared. While

diplomacy and trade are maintained between Earthmen and Spacers, relations are strained and

mutual distrust bordering on hatred has become the norm.When a Spacer is murdered by a visiting

Earthman, the governments on both sides realize that the crime must be solved quickly and quietly

to prevent a complete collapse of diplomatic relations and an explosion of tension into riots, chaos,

open animosity, perhaps even a war! The Commissioner of the New York City police force orders

Elijah Baley, an Earthman detective who doesn't like robots any more than the next guy, to check

his emotions at the door and partner up with a Spacer robot, R Daneel Olivaw, to solve the

crime."Caves of Steel", a classic novel from the pen of Isaac Asimov - one of the acknowledged

giants of science fiction writing - can be enjoyed on so many different levels.
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